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K inah an's K or ner

I am still in shock and astonishment as to 
what happened to not only our school but to 
our community and the whole world in the 
past few months. N ever in my wildest 
dreams would I think that we would be 
teaching students for over 3 months while 
they are not even in the building. It still 
boggles my mind.
The other part of this that I find amazing is 
how teachers have pivoted and have learned 
all new ways in which to teach. These past 
few months may not have been perfect but 
we have found ways to stay connected with 
all of our students and families and have 
attempted to bring the learning into the 
home. I can?t thank our wonderful parents 
enough for supporting us during these times.
N ot only has the learning looked different 
but all of our planned events have changed as 
well. Our grade 9 Farewell and K indergarten 
Grad have turned into more of a drive by 
event. Co-curricular awards will be 
combined with Academic awards in the fall. 
Our year end mass that was celebrated by 
Bishop M cGrattan was streamed online on 
M ay 20. Almost everything we do now has 
to be looked at through the eyes of AHS 
health restrictions. But these things will 

never change who we are and what we are 
about.?We Are Family? and we will always 
look after each other.
As announced on Wednesday, June 10, the 
Government is aiming for a ?N ear N ormal? 
return to school in September. There will of 
course be some restrictions and health 
guidelines but the goal is to have all students 
return to regular classes in the fall. A final 
decision will be made on Aug. 1 and if this 
?N ear N ormal? will not be able to happen 
then there will be ?Hybrid? model of partial 
students in the class and partial at home on a 
rotating basis. Our Holy Spirit Division is 
working on exactly what this would look like 
if needed. Let?s keep praying that we get to 
have ALL students back together in the 
classrooms in the fall.
So until we actually get to see each other 
again, please read through this newsletter as 
there is information about some staffing 
changes, a year end fundraiser with Kona Ice, 
information about Edwins for next year, how 
report cards will be sent out, as well as next 
year?s calendar.
Stay well and God bless,
M r. K inahan



Imp or t ant  Dat esStaffing Changes for 2020-2021
Every year brings about a few staffing changes and next year is no different.  
The biggest change we will have is that after many years of teaching gr. 1 at 
St. Joe?s, Mar ina MacAr t hur  is ret ir ing. We are going to miss Marina 
immensely and although her personality can never be replaced, we will 
replace her position.

There will be two Gr. 1 classes next year with Tera Robison staying to teach 
one of the classes. The other class will be taught by two main teachers, 
Valerie Warkentin, that is moving up from Kindergarten, and Tony Zappone 
that will be expanding his ½ time teaching of Music to full t ime teaching of 
Music and Gr. 1.

Ms. Cindy Ayukawa will be moving from ½ time to full t ime as well as she 
will be teaching both morning and afternoon Kindergarten classes.

All other homeroom teachers from Gr. 2-9 will remain the same as this year. 
Homeroom teachers do not necessarily teach every subject especially at the 
higher grades. For example, Mrs. Nagata teaches Math to Gr. 6-9 students.

Here is a list of the 2020-21 Homeroom teachers:

·Kindergarten AM and PM ? Cindy Ayukawa

·Gr. 1 ? Tera Robison

·Gr. 1 ? Val Warkentin / Tony Zappone

·Gr. 2 ? Marianna Schmidt

·Gr. 2 ? Alea Steinborn

·Gr. 3 ? Angela Lohues

·Gr. 4 ? Linda Baron

·Gr. 5 ? Susan Reti

·Gr. 6 ? Shelby Stark

·Gr. 7 ? Bruce Gal

·Gr. 8 ? Zac Coupland

·Gr. 9 ? Violet Nagata



Edw in Com put ers for  2020-21 
school year

As you may be aware, St. Joseph School has been participating in a pilot 
project with Nelson Canada that has provided Edwin computers for some of 
our students. In the 2018-19 school year they provided Edwins to our Gr. 7 
students only. This year, in the 2019-20 school year, they provided Edwins to 
our Gr. 7 & 8 students.

We have f inalized a deal w it h Nelson Canada t hat  w il l  provide Edw in 
com put ers t o our  Gr . 7,8 & 9 st udent s for  anot her  year . 

Each student involved will get their own Edwin (which is a type of 
ChromeBook) for the year which is free of charge. It comes loaded with 
Nelson textbooks which supports the Alberta curriculum and other Apps 
supported by Nelson. The computers are supported by our I.T. department 
so if anything goes wrong we will fix it.Students are asked to bring home the 
Edwins daily in order to charge them.  And at the end of the year the Edwin 

is simply returned to the school. All of this at NO 
CHARGE!!

If there are any issues or concerns around technology 
usage at home or at school, please share those 
concerns with us. Students must sign a responsible use 
agreement and if this technology is not used properly 
at home or at school, it can be suspended or taken 
away.

Year End dates:
Friday, June 19 - Last day of classes for students

June 22-26 we will be collecting all textbooks, 
computers/technology, library books, ?     

June 26 All Repor t  Cards w il l  be em ailed hom e.



KONA ICE at ST. JOE?S

Thursday, June 18
As a year-end farewell, St. Joseph School will be hosting the Kona Ice Truck 
on Thursday, June 18 from 10am ? 2pm. This is a fundraiser as Kona Ice is 
donating 50% of all proceeds back to St. Joseph School which will go to the 
?Hardship Fund?. This fund is to help cover the cost of school fees that some 
families are not able to cover themselves.Go to the Kona Ice Facebook page 
to see the prices of their products.

In order to follow AHS health restrictions, we ask that families maintain 
social distancing rules. The Kona Truck will be parked in the bus loop at the 
front of the school. Families are to park in the parking lot and line up using 
the marked lines along the west side and at the front of the school and will 
be spread out by 6 ft. Once you get your Kona Ice treat you will have to leave 
fairly quickly as we cannot allow any mingling or congregating of people.

In order that large groups do not all come at the same time, we are asking 
that families come only during their designated times based on the first 
letter of their last name:

10:00-10:30  A, B, C

10:30-11:00  D, E, F

11:00-11:30 G, H, I

11:30-12:00  J, K, L

        12:00-12:30         M, N, O

 12:30-1:00  P, Q, R

 1:00-1:30 S, T, U

1:30-2:00                  V, W, X, Y, Z

This is a great opportunity to say a proper farewell to our students for the 
summer. The staff is looking forward to seeing our students (in person) and 
to wish them a happy summer. We will be dressed in our ?Hawaiian Best? so 
feel free to put on your grass skirts and come get a treat.

Please go to the Kona Ice Facebook page to see all they have to offer.

https://www.facebook.com/KonaIceofLethbridge/

https://www.facebook.com/KonaIceofLethbridge/
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